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NITROCEFIN DISC 
 

 Nitrocefin Disc is intended for use in the rapid testing of isolated colonies of 
Haemophilus influenzae, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Staphylococcus spp., Enterococcus 

spp. and some anaerobic bacteria for the production of β-lactamase. 
 

Description 

Code number NIT 
Disc diameter: 6 mm 

Package: 
50 discs/vial 
   5 vials/box 

 
Direction: 
 

1. Using forceps, place disc on a clean glass slide or in an empty petri dish lid. 
 

2. Moisten disc with a drop of demineralized water. Do not oversaturate the disk, which could dilute 
the reagent. 

 

3. Pick 5-6 colonies from the isolate to be tested from a pure culture, using a sterile loop or wooden 
applicator stick. 

 

4. Smear the organism on the disc. 
 

5. Wait for 5 minutes at room temperature in order to see the results. Observe for a color change to 
orange/red colour. 

 

6. Positive reactions may take up to 60 minutes to develop for some staphylococci. Anaerobic bacte-
ria may require up to 30 minutes for a positive reaction to occur. 

 
Evaluation: 
 

A positive reaction will show as an orange/red colour change on the area where the culture was applied. 
The colour change does not normally develop over the whole of the disc. A negative result will show no 
colour change on the disk. 

 
Storage condition: 
 

Store the vials protected from light at -20 °C to 8 °C until used. Allow products to equilibrate to room tem-
perature before use. After use, store cartridge in an air tight container to protect product integrity. The 
expiry date is valid only for unopened blister packs stored under proper conditions. 

 
Quality control: 
 

It is recommended to test all Nitrocefin Test Disc lots with known control micro-organisms. 
 

Test Strain Results 

Staphylococcus aureus  ATCC 29213 Positive 

Haemophilus influenzae  ATCC 10211 Negative 

 
References: Gabay (1981) Antimicrob. Chemoter. 8: 413. 
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